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mentioned crosses which are now to be seen at Campbellton 
and Inverary were transported from Iona, and placed in the 
position they at present occupy. 

The name Yvar, which occurs in the inscription on the cross 
at Campbellton, obviously of Scandinavian origin, appears to 
afford a curious illustration of the opinion entertained by many 
Scottish antiquaries, of the Norwegian descent of several 
of the clans in the western Highlands, — one of the most 
distinguished and powerful of those being Macleod of 
Macleod, whose chief fortress was the castle of Dunvegan, 
in Skye. 

In the Annals of Innisfiulen, at the year 853, is recorded 
the arrival in Ireland of the Norwegian chiefs Yvar and Sit- 
ric. Giraldus Cambrensis states that they were the brothers 
of Anlaf, and that by them the three cities of Limerick, Wa- 
terford, and Dublin, were built. 

Pennant, speaking of the Mull of Cantyre, the promon- 
tory which lies at the southern extremity of Argyleshire, cites 
Torfaeus for the following singular circumstance : — " When 
Magnus the Barefooted, King of Norway, obtained from 
Donald-Bane, of Scotland, the cession of the western isles, 
or all those places that could be surrounded in' a boat, he 
added to them the peninsula of Cantyre by this fraud: he 
placed himself in the stern of a boat, held the rudder, and was 
drawn over this narrow track, and by this species of naviga- 
tion wrested the country from his brother monarch." The 
narrow isthmus which joins Cantyre to South Knapdale is 
formed by the western and eastern lochs of Tarbat. These 
two salt-water lakes, or bogs, encroach so far upon the land, 
and the extremities come so near to each other, that there is 
not above a mile of land to divide them. 



The President read a Paper on the ancient Missal, and its 
silver box, described by Dr. O'Conor in his Catalogue of 
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the Stowe MSS., and now tbe property of the Earl oi 
Ashburnham. 

He showed that what is now the bottom of the box is 300 
yean older than the top. The inscriptions on the bottom of 
the box were partially interpreted by Dr. CConor, bnt those 
on the top of the box were never read or explained before. 
The inscriptions on the bottom are as follows : — 

NO. I. 



beNbachc t>e ore cech on 
mam as a Tiamlliuch 



" The blessing of God on every 
soul who deserves it" 

— erroneously translated by Dr. O'Conor, " The blessing of 
God on every soul who contributed to this work much or 
little." 

NO. II. 



OR DO DONbCtlClO HldCC 

traiaiN t>o R15 heRewo 



" A prayer for Donchadh son of 
Brian, for the King of Erin." 

This Donnchadh, or Donagh, was the son of the celebrated 
Brian Borumha, and was originally King of Munster, in con- 
junction with his brother Tadhg, whom he caused to be mur- 
dered A.D. 1023. He then became King of Ireland, but was 
expelled A.D. 1064, and went to Borne, where he died in 
penitence, in the monastery of St. Stephen, according to the 
contemporary Annals of Tigbernach. 

Thus it appears that this part oi" the box must have been 
made between the years 1023 and 1064. 
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NO. III. 



+ ocus Do mace Raich hu o 
oNDChaoa t>o R15 cassil 



" And for Mac Ruth grandson 
of Donchadh [Donogh] King of Casnel." 

The genealogy of this Mac Baith, a descendant of the 
celebrated CeaUachan Caisel, is well known. He is styled by 
Tighemach, who appears not to have recognised his right to 
the throne of Minister, King of the Eoghanacht of Cashel. 
He died A.D. 1052. 

This feet therefore still further limits the date of ibis side 
of the box to the twenty-nine years from 1023 to 1052. 

NO. IV. 



+ or do DirochaO hu caccaiN 
oo muiNciR cluawa oo risni 



" A Prayer for Dunchadh O'Tagain, 

of the family [i.e., of the monastic society] 

of Cloana [Clonmacnois], who made it" 

Of this Donchad, or Donogh O Tagain, we know nothing 
except what we learn from this inscription: that he was a 
monk of Clonmacnois, and that he was the artist or silver- 
smith by whom the box was made. 

These four inscriptions run round the four sides of the 
square which forms the bottom of the box. Two others ori- 
ginally ran at right angles to those sides, crossing at the centre 
of the square. But these have been rudely cut away, at their 
intersection, to make way for a crystal, set in an oval frame, of 
the same workmanship, and evidently of the same date as the 
top of the box. All that remain of these inscriptions are the 
following fragments : — 
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NO. V. 



OR 00 ....... NOIN h 

u car NbeRNao 



" A Prayer for — , nain 

O'Cath ... by whom it was made." 

That is, by whose instrumentality, or at whose expense, it 
was made. This must have been some person whose Chris- 
tian name ended with the syllable " nain," and whose sirname 
began with " O Cat . . . ." 

NO. VI. 



+ oc 

hue , 




.... Lais 








" And for . . 
O'T . . . 


. . and 
. laig." 



Here we have a personage whose Christian name appears 
to have ended with "and," or " ann," and whose sirname began 
with " O'T" and ended with "laig." Dr. O'Conor has alto- 
gether failed to explain these inscriptions. 

The inscriptions on the upper and lower plates of the top 
of the box are both mutilated, the latter half of both having 
been torn away. 

The first of these may, however, with almost certainty be 
restored. It is as follows : — 



NO. I. 



+ OR 00 plib 



00 R15 URTT1U 



ua ciNNeiois 
mhaiN las a c 



The words enclosed are all that now remain : the words 
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outside the enclosure are the proposed restoration. It may be 
translated thus : 

" A prayer for Philip Cf Kennedy, 
for the King of Oimond by whom was c — " 

— where the words in Italics are the restoration. 

NO. II. 



umDaiseo m miNDsa -\ Oo qini Oam 



Nai + OomNalL o coLqri docoris misi 



" [c]overed this ornament, and for Aini his 
wife. »J« Domhnall O'Tolari [O'Tolarc, or O'Tolarg] decorated me." 

The first letter of the word cumbaigeo, covered, is omitted, 
and was probably given at the end of No. i., as represented in 
the above conjectural restoration. 

Dr. O'Conor entirely failed to interpret these inscriptions; 
but Philip O'Cinneidigh (or O'Kennedy) and Aine his wife 
are historical personages, whose death is recorded by the Four 
Masters, A.D. 1381. Of the artist, Donnell O'Tolari, no- 
thing is known. The name O'Tolari is not found in our 
Annals or Genealogies ; and although it seems to be plainly 
O'Tolari in the inscription, yet it is probable that O'Tolarc, 
or O'Tolarg, must have been intended. 

The next inscription, No. in., is so mutilated that it 
cannot be interpreted. 

NO. IV. 



+ or do 51U.aRua.oaN umacaN 
Oon comaRba Las or cumOaiseaO 



" A prayer for Gillaruadan O'Macan, 
the Comharb, by whom this was covered" 

— i. e., by whose means, or at whose expense, it was co- 
vered. 
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No mention of this Gillaruadan O'Macan occurs in the 
Annals. He was probably comharb or successor of St. 
Ruadhan of Lorrha, in Lower Ormond, the principal church 
of O'Kennedy's country. 

Thus it appears that there is a difference of date of about 
300 years between the top and bottom of this most interest- 
ing box ; the bottom having been made before the year 1052, 
and the top shortly before 1381. 

The President then proceeded to give a description of the 
MS. contained in this box, which contains a copy of the Gos- 
pel of St. John, in a handwriting of the seventh century, the 
writer of which gives his name in Ogham characters, at the 
end of the Gospel, in these words : — 

" Deo gratias ago, Amen. Fint, Amen. Rogo qiricun- 
que hunc librum legeris, ut saemineris mei peccatoris scripto- 

ris ' l llllllllHllllll 11 Pereg™ 118 - Amen." 

The Ogham characters are interpreted Sonid, — a name 
which is certainly not Irish ; and as the writer styles himself 
peregrinus, it is probable that he may have been one of those 
foreign students who at that time flocked to Ireland in great 
numbers for ecclesiastical education. 

The MS. also contains a MissaL of great antiquity, the 
contents of which the President described in detail, showing 
that the more ancient portion of it may probably be as old as 
the fifth or beginning of the sixth century, but that it had re- 
ceived mutilation, by additions and alterations made about 
the ninth or tenth century, in order to bring the more ancient 
Ordo into conformity with the ritual of that period. 



